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Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Project GRAD

Eye Anatomy

Each summer, the Graduate School of Biomedical
Sciences (GSBS) hosts high school students who have
been identified as being at risk for not completing high
school, but who have expressed an interest in science.
The program aims to lower their fears about taking
science courses and raise enthusiasm for biology through
course work and laboratory experience. Project GRAD
(Graduation Really Achieves Dreams) works with five
Houston Independent School District high schools to

identify about 30 students each year for the program.
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Students learn about the anatomy of the eye before dissecting a cow eye

Beginning in 2004, Project GRAD includes two weeks of biology—
from the molecules (proteins/DNA) to cells to organs to whole body
(physiology). Each subject area involves lectures, hands on
experience, and assighments. The aim is to give students a
preview, competitive edge, and applied experience of AP biology.
It demonstrates to the high school students what it’s like for to be a
scientist and how to work in a positive academic environment.

Students dissect a cow eye with help from a GSBS student

Project GRAD follows up with these students and shares their
findings with the Graduate School every two years. It is estimated
that 80% of these students go on to take AP biology and pass with
at least a C, and the majority make A’s and B’s.

For more information about GSBS Outreach programs, please click
here.

Dr. Tom Goka, GSBS Assistant Dean of Minority Affairs and Outreach,
poses with the GSBS Outreach Co-Coordinators: (left to right) Hillary
Caruso, Josh Gowin, Jessica Chacon, Sarah Baum, and Tamara

Laskowski
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http://www.uthouston.edu/gsbs/current-students/outreach/

