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	Visa Status Types Most Commonly Used at UTHSC
	Associated Legal Document
	Deadline to Initiate Visa Request
	Preparation Time Required by OIA after Receiving All Materials
	Maximum Duration of Status
	Process Chart/ Information Instructions and Required Forms

	F-1 Student
New  or transfer
	I-20 Form
	2-3 months
 before effective date of admission 
	20 
business days
	4 years or 7 years according to 

duration of academic program


	F-1 Student Visa


	F-1 Student 
Extension
	I-20 Form
	1 month 
Prior to expiration date of current I-20
	By appointment with paperwork ready
	On a case-by-case basis

	

	F-1 Student

CPT: Curricular Practical Training

	Endorsed      I-20 Form
	1-2 months 
prior to intended CPT start or re-start date
	10 
business days
	On academic 

semester basis
	

	F-1 Student

OPT: Optional Practical Training

	EAD Employment Authorization Document
	2-3 months 

prior to start date of employment
	15

business days before mailing I-765 to USCIS
	12 months for post completion OPT

17 additional months for STEM extension qualifying students
	

	J-1 Professor / Research Scholar
New or transfer
	DS-2019
	2-3 months 

prior to requested start date of activity
	20 
business days
	5 Years
from program start date

	J-1 Exchange Visitor Visa

	J-1 Professor / Research Scholar
Extension
	DS-2019
	1 month 

prior to  expiration date of current DS-2019
	By appointment with paperwork ready
	
	


	Visa Status Types Most Commonly Used at UTHSC
	Associated Legal Document
	Deadline to Initiate Visa Request
	Preparation Time Required by OIA after Receiving All Materials
	Maximum Duration of Status
	Process Chart/ Information Instructions and Required Forms

	J-1 Short Term Scholar


	DS-2019
	2-3 months 

prior to requested start date of activity
	20 
business days
	6 months 

from program start date

	J-1 Exchange Visitor Visa

	J-1 Student


	DS-2019
	2-3 months

before start date of 
degree or

 non-degree program
	20 
business days
	According to duration of 
Degree or 

Non-degree Program
	

	J-1 Physician


	DS-2019 (ECFMG)
	3-6 months 
before program start date
	10

business days before mailing application to ECFMG
	7 Years
From initial start date, according to GME progression and minimum training pathway required.
	J-1 Physicians in Graduate Medical Education
ECFMG Web Site

	H-1B 
Temporary Worker  in Specialty Occupation
Initial, Extension, Transfer or Amendment 
	I-797A
I-797C for portability


	6 months
prior to requested start date of employment or 
3 months 

with Premium Processing 
	45-60    business days

before mailing 
I-129 to USCIS
	6 years
in increments of up to 3 years 

(unless permanent residency application is pending for 365+ days or immigrant visa number is not available)
	H-1B Visa

	O-1
Person of Extraordinary Ability

Initial & Extensions
	I-797A
	6 months

prior to requested start date of employment or 
3 months 

with Premium Processing
	45-60 
business days

before mailing 
I-129 to USCIS
	Indefinite
in increments of up to 3 years 

	O-1 Visa Overview


	TN 

Treaty NAFTA

 for Canadian and Mexicans
Initial, Extension, or Amendment 
	I-129 / Letter
	2-4 months 
before requested start date of activity
	30- 45

 business days before issuing port of entry letter or I-129
	Initial Period of Up to 3 Years
Indefinite 1-year extensions 
for requested activity
	TN-1 NAFTA

	Permanent Residency
	Permanent Residency Timelines vary depending on category. An appointment should be scheduled with OIA Director to establish options and timelines on individual case-by-case basis.
	Permanent Residency
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