
                                             Visa Process for J-1 ECFMG Sponsored Foreign National Physicians 
   for INITIAL Clinical Training at UTHSC-H  
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Extends Training Offer 
Letter / Contract to 

prospective IMG Resident / 
Fellow.

Sends written request to IA 
to initiate visa application 

process

Processes GME 
contract for IMG

Receives copy of signed training 
offer letter or contract from Training 
Program Coordinator or GME office, 

along with copy of IMG’ CV. 
Forwards instructions to Program 
Coordinator and IMG to compile 

ECFMG J-1 Visa INITIAL application

IMG is 
accepted to 

Training 
Program

Completes all ECFMG J-1 
Visa Sponsorship 

application requirements 
as needed. Forwards 
complete application 

packet to International 
Affairs.

Reviews ECFMG J-1 Visa 
Sponsorship Application 
packet compliance with 

requirements. 
Requests corrections or 
missing documents, if 

needed 

International Advisor 
completes part B of 

application, assembles 
and signs completed 
ECFMG application 

packet, and  mails out 
packet to ECFMG. 

Receives ECFMG J visa 
document . Contacts 

Program Coordinator to 
pick up original for mailing 
to IMG or Mails document 

out to IMG in pre-paid, 
pre-addressed envelope

Reviews J-1 application. Prepares 
ECFMG J-1 visa document: Form 

DS-2019 
(6 – 8 weeks minimum 

processing time).
Mails visa document to UTHSC-H 

Office of International Affairs

Pick up original 
ECFMG visa 

document from 
International Affairs. 
Mails DS-2019 form 

out to sponsored IMG 
via courier service.

Received original DS-
2019 Form. Applies for 
a J-1 visa stamp at U.S. 
Consular post abroad. 

Travels to the U.S. 

Upon arrival on 
campus, IMG attends 
GME orientation and 

checks-in with 
International Affairs to 

complete I-9 
Employment 

Verification procedures 

ECFMG receives from 
IA ‘Validation of Initial 

Arrival of Sponsored J-1 
Physician for SEVIS 

Reporting’ form.  

Verifies employment 
authorization and visa 
documents. Forwards 

confirmation of  
physicians arrival to 

ECFMG

End

Start

A minimum of 4 months time is generally required to process an INITIAL  application for ECFMG J-1 Visa Sponsorship, excluding visa status 
application through U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, or visa stamp application through a U.S. Consulate abroad
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