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Summary of Significant Changes

Chapter Il — Section C.2d(i), Project Description, has had entirely new guidance added regarding
mentoring activities. This was done to address the mentoring requirement of the America COMPETES
Act. Each proposal that requests funding to support postdoctoral researchers must include, as a separate
section within the 15 - page project description, a description of the mentoring activities that will be
provided for such individuals. Examples of such activities are provided and the mentoring plan will be
evaluated during the merit review process, under the Broader Impacts criterion. Proposals that do not
include a separate section on mentoring activities within the Project Description will be returned without
review.

The instructions for the project description states:

Each proposal that requests funding to support postdoctoral researchers must include, as a separate
section within the 15-page Project Description, a description of the mentoring activities that will be
provided for such individuals. Examples of mentoring activities include, but are not limited to: career
counseling; training in Preparation of grant proposals, publications and presentations; guidance on ways
to improve teaching and mentoring skills; guidance on how to effectively collaborate with researchers
from diverse backgrounds and disciplinary areas; and training in responsible professional practices. The
proposed mentoring activities will be evaluated as part of the merit review process under the Foundation's
broader impacts merit review criterion. Proposals that do not include a separate section on mentoring
activities within the Project Description will be returned without review.



