O-1 Visa – Extraordinary Ability in the Sciences

The O-1 visa is for an individual of Extraordinary Ability in the Sciences who will perform an event requiring someone of this caliber.  To assist the department and the visitor(s) in determining if the O-1 visa may be sponsored, below is a list of documents the visitor would be required to provide my office. 

In order that my office may process the O-1 petition, it is essential to demonstrate that the visitor meets the Immigration definition of Extraordinary Ability in the Science.  The O-1 regulations define Extraordinary Ability in the Science as a, “level of expertise indicating that the person is one of the small percentage who have arisen [sic.] to the very top of the field of endeavor.” [8CFR 214.2.(o)(3)(ii)].  

A successful O-1 petition must establish that the applicant has demonstrated sustained national or international extraordinary ability in the field of endeavor and must include a written consultation or advisory opinion from an appropriate peer group or individual in the area of the alien’s expertise.  A peer group includes “a group or organization comprised of practitioners in the alien’s occupation.  If there is a collective bargaining representative of the employer’s employees in the occupational classification being  sought, such a representative may be considered the appropriate peer group for purposes of consultation.” [8 CFR 214.2.(o)(3)(ii)].

To establish the visitor meets the definition of Extraordinary Ability in the Science, please provide my office with the documents listed below:

1. Personal information about visitor required to complete the Form I-129 and provide any required statements;

2. Three copies of diploma required to perform the job duties and English translation (if applicable); 

3. Three copies of credential evaluation if you have secured credential evaluation.  Please note that Immigration regulations stipulate all foreign degrees must be evaluated by a credential evaluation service;

4. Three copies of license or board certification (if required to perform job duties) if applicable;

5. Three copies (front and back) of original Form I-94;

6. Three copies of all immigration documents issued to visitor since entry into the U.S. (e.g. Forms I-20AB, IAP-66, I-797);

7. Three copies of Form I-688B, Employment Authorization Document (if applicable);

8. Three copies of a nationally or internationally recognized award or prize for excellence in the field and the criteria for being judged for this award (if applicable);

9. Three copies of membership in associations in the field which require for membership outstanding achievement, as judged by national or international experts in their disciplines or fields and brochures or mission identifying membership criteria (if applicable);

10. Three copies of published material in professional or major trade publications or other media about you and related to your work in the field for which you are seeking O-1 status (if applicable).  This should include the title, date, and author of the published material and any translation if necessary;

11. Three copies of evidence of your participation on a panel or individually as a judge of the work of others in the same or an allied field of specialization for which the O-1 is being sought (e.g. judging Nobel Prizes) (if applicable);

12. Three copies of evidence of authorship of scholarly articles in the field in professional journals or the major media (if applicable);

13. Three copies of evidence of employment in a critical or essential capacity for organizations and establishments that have a distinguished reputation (if applicable);

14. Three copies of grant funding (if applicable); 

15. Three copies of letters of recommendation from professionals in the field attesting to visitor’s extraordinary ability in the science.  Letters should be accompanied by individuals curriculum vitae and should not all come from this institution ;

16. Three copies of license or board certification (if applicable);

17. Three copies of any other documents you deem appropriate to establish Extraordinary Ability in the Science;

18. Sign the three statements enclosed certifying that the copies being submitted are exact photocopies of unaltered original documents;

19. Three copies of evidence visitor has granted a waiver of  the two year home residency requirement (if applicable); and, 

20. A cashier’s check or money order in the amount of $110.00 payable in U.S. currency to the Immigration and Naturalization Service

All supporting documents submitted to the U.S. Immigration Service must be in English or accompanied by a certified English translation. 

Evidence of being granted a waiver of the two-year home residency requirement is essential if an individual you would like to change status from J-1 to O-1 in the U.S. 

In addition, the O-1 petition must include written evidence of consultation with an appropriate peer group in the area of the visitor’s responsibility.  The written evidence of consultation(s) must describe visitor’s ability and achievements in the field, specific duties to be performed, job title, salary, period of appointment, and the statement the position requires the services of someone of extraordinary ability. For academic positions, if no appropriate peer group exists, letters of attestation from qualified experts in support of the claim of extraordinary ability will be required.  

Department will need to provide either the written consultation from an appropriate peer group or providing letters of attestation from qualified experts supporting visitor’s claim of extraordinary ability is required.  Letters from qualified experts must include expert’s curriculum vitae.

Before the Office of International Affairs may file the O-1 on behalf of the visitor’s, OIA must first receive written administrative approval from the appropriate administrative office authorizing OIA to file the O-1 petition. 

Upon receipt of the appropriate administrative offices written approval to proceed with filing the O-1 petition and the documents required to file the O-1 petition, OIA will prepare and file the application with the U.S. Immigration Service. 

It is important for all to note that if the visitor(s) is subject to the two-year home residency requirement, the visitor(s) is eligible to be petitioned for the O-1 visa but is ineligible to change status in the U.S.  In this situation, if the O-1 petition is approved, the visitor(s) will be required to depart the U.S. to secure the O-1 visa and re-enter with O-1 status.  At the time of re-entry, the visitor(s) would be required to check in with my office with evidence of O-1 status being granted before he/she would be cleared to return to the payroll.  To avoid any delays in beginning the appointment with this institution, the visitor(s) must be granted the O-1 visa status and clear the O-1 visa status with my office prior to beginning appointment.  

Further, please keep in mind that the U.S. Immigration Service is currently taking a minimum of sixty (60) days to process O-1 petitions from date of receipt of a completed application.  If the visitor(s) will need to depart the U.S. to obtain the O-1 visa status, this time period must also be added to the processing.  

